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Stepping | Back i in Time! 


— books oe us back through time to events and places 
ith, I ose aioe call us 


Drago Ball Z history via a Gineliog But, we ve all stein Dragon 
is not the true beginning of Dragon Ball. The Origin of 
ragon, Ball tells a story that dates back to the ancient times when 
lers spoke of an exceptionally long journey and a traveler with a 
iearneee ‘ind out who and where it all began on page 62. History 
books also tell us about popular people. Who is the most popular 
Dragon Ball Z character? The answer is... On page 26, 
we look at the different reasons why one partic- 
ular character is more popular than all the oth- yy 
ers, If we could go back in time, and know : 
what we know now, most DBZ fans would 
scoop up all their favorite action figures and 
toys that are not made anymore. Today, a 
everyone wants to know where to get 
older DBZ items and what characters 
have been made. Well, for those of =z 
you who have all the rare pieces and are 
waiting for new characters to be made, 
why wait. Make history with your 
rc ull Z collection. This month’s 

Fantastic Plastic, article on page 10, has 
some great ideas on how to make cus- 10 
tom Dragon Ball Z figures. Who 
knows you could be the only person in 
history with a SSS Goku!!! Who knew that history could be so much 
fun! So DBZ fans, get out there and make history with all your ideas! 

And, for the first time (in istory), on 67 you'll find a cata- 
log where you can purchase many different Dragon Ball Z items 
available through Beckett. So if there is something you need for your 
n, let us know! 
fill out our survey on page 61 for a chance to win 
an Art x/Beckett promo card. 

Correction: In last month’s issue the Fantastic Pl: 
not written by Brian Hyman but by “Dragon Ball Z Action Figure 
Expert” Dan Hancock. 
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Best Wishes, 


Mark Brewer 
Assistant Editor 
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By Greg Werner 


Your Power Level: 


0 
1-3 
4-6 
7-9 
10 
iL 


Correct Answers- Power Level .001! You're only as strong as Master Roshi’s Sea Turtle! 

Correct Answers- Power Level 10! Not bad, you're as strong as Goku was when Dragon Ball started. Keep working hard! 
Correct Answers- Power Level 408! Whoah! You're as strong as Piccolo was when Dragon Ball Z started! 

Correct Answers- Power Level 4,000! Aah! You're as powerful as Nappa! Don't hurt me, I'm just an old man! 

Correct Answers- Power Level 15,000,000! Unbelievable! You're a Super Saiyan! Good work, you've made your master proud! 
Correct Answers- Power Level Uncountable!!! Amazing! You're beyond Super Saiyan! You're a Dragon Ball Z master! 
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TRADING CARD GAME 


By GREG WERNER 


{heDragon svar 
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Sometime between 461-650 A.D., Kami created the Dragon Balls. The technique he used to 
create these magical spheres is unknown, but it’s something only certain special Namekians can 
do. He modeled the form of the spirit, that would appear when the 7 Dragon Balls are gathered 
and the password uttered, after that of a dragon; a mythical beast with a reptilian body and the 
horns of a deer. He named his dragon the Dragon God or Shenron. Kami stated later that by 
forming the Dragon Balls he was fulfilling a yearning inside of him that he could not explain. This 
yearning was later revealed as shrouded memories of his Namekian past, but little did he know 
what trouble this would cause further down the line. 

Shenron is a Dragon that exists not as a part of this world, an 
ethereal beast. His essence is contained within a statue that exists 
within Kami’s shrine. Similarly, the Dragon Balls’ essence lies with- 
in Shenron. Should the statue be broken, or Shenron killed, the 
Dragon Balls will turn to stone and become useless. This happens 
on one occasion when Piccolo Daimaou blows up Shenron after he 
grants a wish. But Mr. Popo fixes statue and Shenron is restored. 
Going even further up the hierarchy, the Dragon, statue and the 
Dragon Balls are all related to the creator of the Dragon Balls. 
Should the creator die, the Dragon Balls will become stone and 
Shenron will perish, however, the statue will remain intact, waiting 
for a new owner to restore its power. 

For most of the series, Shenron appears when summoned, says 
his usual diatribe, sometimes refusing a wish since it lies outside his 
power, and then says “Farewell”, and splits. But, he gains a little bit 
of a personality in the DBZ movies and in Dragon Ball GT. For 
example in Movie Number 12, Shenron becomes a comedic charac- 
ter when he’s left waiting for someone, anyone to make a wish for 
the better part of the movie, “Uh....doesn’t anyone have a wish 
yet?”. In the final episode of Dragon Ball GT, he speaks at great 
length with the characters and even sympathizes with Son Goku’s 
cause. In the end of the series, Shenron returns from whence he 
came with Goku, their fate is a complete mystery and is entirely up to the viewer's interpretation. 
But Son Goku’s Japanese voice actor, Masako Nozawa, had this to offer, “..he [Goku] left the mor- 
tal world and went to the God’s world. The writers never said that he died. I believe he went there 
and continued to train.” Here’s hoping many of you have a similar positive view of the finale when 
you finally see it. 


Age: At least 99 years old in the beginning of Dragon Ball 
Race: Dragon God 
Special Moves: No known fighting ability, but is supposedly as powerful as its creator 
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UNEARTHING THE DATA OF 
DRAGON BALL Z CHARACTERS 


Porunga- 


This enormous dragon god is the Namekian 
vision of a dragon, obviously very different from 
earth’s conception in it’s highly human-like form, 
(well at least more-so than Shenron). Porunga is 
the creation of the Highest Elder of the 


Namekians known as Guru or Saichourou. Its 
form was modeled after a vision Saichourou saw ly 


in a dream. Porunga speaks Namekian and can 
only be summoned 

using the Namekian 

language, but he 

displays the ability 

to speak the lan- 

guage used by the 

earth’s inhabitants, includ- 

ing, “OK!” 

Porunga is fortunate 
enough to not be as sought after 
and harassed as Shenron was. 
Porunga has a rough time dur- 
ing the Frieza saga when his 
creator dies twice, but is later 
restored to life and powered up 
by Muuri. Porunga is five times 
the size of Shenron and by the 
end of the series he’s a much 
better deal for your dollar, or 
rather, Dragon Ball. At that 
time he can bring multiple peo- 
ple back to life (more than one 
time), grant three wishes and his 
recharging period is much less 
than one year. 


Age: Unknown 
Race: Dragon God 
Special Moves: Unknown fighting ability * 


© www.beckettdbz.com 


Collectible C. ard Game 


— Bs ay There LZ 
is no#Z 

OH Second 
Place! = 


Fantastic Plastic 


Mad Science: 
reating Custom DB? Firvres! 


or many collectors, just buying toys isn’t enough. Some want 

certain characters that aren’t being made; some want to see 

other versions of characters; some are just downright creative 
and constructive (or destructive!); but it seems that one of the most 
popular ways to take collecting to the next level is to start customizing 
figures. 

What do I mean by customizing? A whole gamut of things, amigos. 
There are degrees of customization. For one person, simply retouch- 
ing a figure’s paint job (to take them from Saiyan to Super Saiyan, for 
example) might be enough. Some want to add armor or body parts, 
and others might want to cobble together a completely new figure! In 
customizing, your final product is only limited by your creativity and 
how much time you're willing to devote to it. 

Here are some tools to get you started: 


By Dan Hancock 


Polymer Clays & Sculpting Tools == — =_— = 


Other than raw figures used for parts, Sculpey and similar 
polymer clays are the most important building block of the 
custom figure. You can use polymer clay to add armor, 
clothes, or body parts to an existing figure, or you can sculpt 
completely new figures or parts of figures out of it! Simply, 
mold, bake, and glue the new parts to your figure! 

Also, polymer clay can be used for making molds of fig- 
ures, if you’re wanting to go that route. First, make sure the 
object you want to make a mold from doesn’t have any deep 
overhangs that would trap the clay (if it does, you'll have to 
break it down into smaller pieces and assemble them later). 
Then, simply dust the object you want to mold with a little 
talcum powder, press it into a bed of polymer clay, put it in the refrigerator 
for a few hours, remove the original, and bake. Once your mold is hardened, 
you’re ready to go! 

For technical instructions on baking, and other useful modeling tech- 
niques, check out the Sculpey website at http://www.sculpey.com. 

If you’re looking for a professional look to your new sculpted parts, I also 
suggest going to a hobby store and picking up the deluxe kit of X-Acto 
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knives. The deluxe kits contain straight blades, curved blades, and all 
sorts of tools you can use to get the most professional look possible. 


Choosing the right paint and brushes are the most important deci- 
sions you can make for your custom figures. Despite how amazing 
your new sculpt/creation might be, it’s going to look horrible without 
a decent paint job. 

First, anything you do will need an undercoat. A white primer is 
the easiest to work with, as the white is covered easily. Darker 
undercoats will give your final figure a more aged, darker look; how- 
ever, it is much harder to paint a light color over a dark undercoat 
than vice versa. 

Your local hobby store will have a great selection of model paints, 
and you want to choose colors that are right for your figure. For 
example, you'll probably want to stick to flat or low-gloss paints 
(human characters generally don’t have shiny skin or clothes, but aliens often do!) I rec- 
ommend Games Workshop’s Citadel Color Paints, which are created specifically to paint 
gaming miniatures, and work really well for customizing action figures. 

Finally, you'll need some high-quality brushes-don’t buy 
good paint and cheap brushes, or you'll end up with less-than- 
desirable results. Stay away from completely artificial-hair 
brushes and go for a natural/artificial mix or a completely nat- 
ural-hair brush (of course, they get more expensive as you go). 
At the least, you’ll need a fine detail brush and a standard 
brush-the more brushes you buy, the easier your life will be. 

For more details on paint 
and brush selection, as well 
as some useful buying and 
technique guides, head to 
the Games Workshop web- 
site at http://www.games- 
workshop.com/hobby/begin- 
ners/beginners_home.htm. 

That’s enough to get you 
started, so get out there and get to work! Be creative- 
don’t think you have to stick to any kind of rules or reg- 
ulations-anything you create is fair game, as long 
as you’re happy with it! Once you've completed 
your creation, send me a picture (high resolution 
images only, please) at 
despotes@dragonballtoys.com, and I'll highlight 
the most interesting customs in a future column. 


Also, if you'd like to see the work of other customiz- 


ers, go to and a 
check out the variety of custom figures there! * 


5 They're miniature, 

and they're everywhere! Find how 

many characters in this picture are NOT 

Goku, and you could win these 

Cool AB Toys! 

Once you've found how many minis are not Goku, jt 

form and send it back to us. One grand-prize winner will be drawn 
from all eligible entries received. Don’t wait! Send in your entry today! 


There are characters that are not Goku. 


Name Age. 
Address, 

City State Zip 

Phone ( ) E-mail 


ONE ENTRY PER PERSON 
Please mail entry to: Beckett AB Toys Contest * P.O. Box 800158 * Dallas, TX 75248 


See page 61 for official contest rules. Photocopies are accepted. 
One grand-prize winner will be drawn. Entries must be received by 8/23/02. 4 
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ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 


THE Biss OF 
DR 


Strongman of Movie 7 Killed by Vegeta in Movie 7 A lover of the Earth 


His sister is Android 18 


He has Dr.Gero’s brain Master Roshi’s sister He resurrects Majin Buu 


a.k.a. Shenron, Earth's Shape-shifts into four forms Evil and intelligent blue 
Dragon dwarf 


5 
The main character of DBZ His best friend is Trunks 


A fusion of Goten and He rules over the four Kai’s King Kai’s Cricket 


Kami’s faithful servant 


A great and honorable 


Guru’s personal guardian A Super Elite Saiyan 


Helps Gohan release 
hidden power 


The Namekian Dragon — Netherworld Beauty Contest 
Winner 


~ 


They kill Yamcha 


The first to reach S.S. stage 
2 


Peaceful ruler of South 
Quadrant 


Has the Kamehameha 
attack 


He enters Vegeta’s body in 
GT 


Defeats Frieza and King 
Cold 


Unbelievable power Vegeta turns S.S.4 in DBGT 
levels 


A sword wielding 
warrior monk 


©) 


Goku’s friend who owns a Frieza’s right hand man 
cat 


UPE SAVING 
FOR A SUPER SUBSCRIBER 


SUBSCRIBE NOW AND CHOOSE THE POWER LEVEL OF SAVINGS! 


is SUPER SAIYAN 2 
SUPER SAIYAN 


SUBSCRIBER 
SUBSCRIBER 12 issues for only $24.99 
plus a DBZ Starter Deck 
ateerhnn (65% savings off 
(72% savings off cover cover price) 
price) 


YES! Start my S.S. subscription to Beckett DBZ Collector, 12 issues for $19.99 YES! Start my S.S.2 subscription to Beckett DBZ Collector, 12 issues for $24.99 
and I'll receive a DBZ Booster Pack. My payment is enclosed. (SZZ119) ‘ond I'll receive o DBZ Starter Deck. My payment is enclosed. (S2Z219) 


Name Age G@_. i ee 
AuIES Cardholders Name. 

City State Tip Cardholders Signature 

E-mail alana Ended 


Mail to: Beckett DBZ Collector, PO Box 8035, Red Oak 1A 51591-1035. For foster credit cord coll 80 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of first issue. Premium will ship upon receipt of subscription 
22 
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cards  #ere’s alist of the most popular DBZ cards and toys. 


Movie Collection (N) te 
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GACY OF GOKU 


i 00 (US addresses only) 
State ___ZIP ga 


Phone #. 


F Total 
Send completed order form So 


Beckett DBZ Game Boy Game 


__Check or Money Order Visa/MC/AMEX/Discover 15850 Dallas Pkwy, Dallas TX 75248 


Cardholder Signature 


/ Payable in US funds. Check, credit card or money order only. DBZ 
aig Game Boy will ship upon release in May 2002. $5 shipping available 
only to US addresses. Canadian Orders $8. Sorry, no International 

Orders. To order by phone call 972-991-6657. 
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By Philip Eissler 


Whiy.do DBZ fans like him.so much? 


ohan’s popularity is on the rise. It’s been rising ever since he achieved 

| Super Saiyan 2. And with the next to last season being shown (the 

final season will air sometime next year), more and more people are 
beginning to like Gohan. Fans of Gohan especially enjoy watching him 
as the Great Saiyaman. This article was put together to give w 
all fans a better understanding of this truly likeable character. 


So sit back, and relax. But, please don’t tell Vegeta about 

this article. He’s still sore about not being more powerful ‘ 

than Kakarot. Plus, he’d be even more upset if he found a : 

out that Kakarot’s son was getting his own article. - i 
> > 


So just enjoy it, and let’s keep this a secret from him... 
shall we? *wink* 


Gohan is the son of Goku and Chi-Chi. Chi-Chi wanted Gohan to 
be a scholar, and made him study for long hours. This yearning con- 
stantly made her worry about if he would day dream, want to fight some 
major villain, or just get into trouble. Goku, on the other hand, did not 
care because he only wanted Gohan to live a happy and healthy life. 
Down the road, Gohan experiences things that could only be com- 
pared, in a way, to Goku’s life. He makes many new friends. And 
yes, he even made Piccolo care about him as well as become his 
friend. And those who know Piccolo will tell you that he is the 
evil part of Kami, and would not show such emotions. Down 
the road, past the Frieza Era, Gohan became the third Saiyan 
(fourth, if you count Trunks) to become a Super Saiyan. He felt 
the Saiyan Rage inside of him because he was never able to help 
the other heroes when the time came. This eventually caused him to 
achieve the Super Saiyan form. At the end of the Dragon Ball Z series, 
he marries Videl and then had a daughter named Pan. 


There are many things not known, or even speculated about Gohan. 
Did you know that his hidden power is connected to his mother? This is 
true. Ox King is a Dragon Ball version of a god. During the early days a 
of DB, Toriyama never created the Saiyans, Nameks, or even Kais. When 
he did create the Ox King, he mentioned that the Ox King was some sort C4 @ 


CQ 


of demon. The description was not entirely true, but could be consid- 
ered true. When Gohan was born, he developed more of Chi-Chi’s atti- 
tude than Goku’s. Goten, if you are wondering, ended up having Goku’s 
attitude. Since Gohan had developed Chi-Chi’s attitude (mainly her tem- 
per), he ended up developing a power that is, or similar to, the Saiyan 
Rage. This fact also popped up during the Cell Games Saga when 
Gohan almost achieved Super Saiyan Level 2. It was not his Power Level 
that almost made him achieve the form, but his hidden power. And, it 
was his hidden power that also helped him defeat Cell. 


‘There are several versions of Gohan but which ones do the fans like 
the most. Here’s what some fans had to say about their favorite character. 


» “Pd have to say that my favorite version of Goban is “TV 
Series” Gohan, because not only is he an adorable little kid, be 
G reminds me of the inner child that is in all of us. Part of us may 
Na ‘feel overwhelmed and scared by the trials life sets before us. We 
must overcome these things and need to realize the strengths that 
th we have and how to use them. Piccolo has shown Goban what it 
1 really means to be tough and stand your ground. Some of us are 
fortunate enough to have someone like that in our lives, and to 
have friends and family to watch out for us. He didn’t take these 
things for granted and had gone from being a scared little kid to 
the most powerful person on Earth, and its savior.” 


“I liked Gohan when he fought Cell and when he was the 
Great Saiyaman” 


“Overall, I like the TV series Goban the best, mostly from the Frieza 
Saga to the Buu Saga. Goban’s mindless rages proved bow dangerous be 
could be, and I just thought that was awesome. Goban’s rages boosted his 
power because be felt desperation and he used that as bis weapon. Goban may 
act like a dork in the Buu Saga, or the start at least, but he’s still cool!” 


“I like Gohan when he’s either a kid or a teen, in 
the movies and in some episodes. In some of the 
episodes, he can be annoying and stuff but that’s just 
because he’s a kid. I also like bim because he fights well 
and goes Super Saiyan. His attitude is a good one yet 
not too good.” 


Overall, Gohan has many, many fans. Some like 
hin the mangas, some on TY, and others in the 
movies. But no matter what he looks like, his fans 
are there for him. Now you can let Vegeta in. And 
if he wonders what you have been doing, just tell 
him that you were trying to figure out why he 
claims that Kakarot is better than him. Anything 
else would make him suspicious. + 
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fter a hard day of filming at the ani- 

mation studio, Gohan decided to 
visit his folks. He saw Chi-Chi standing in 
her front yard waving to a blur far off in 
the sky. 

“Hello son,” Chi-Chi said to him. “I 
was just seeing off your father. He’s going 
on a quest to find the perfect Dragon Ball 
web page!” 

“What’s a web page?” Gohan asked, 
scratching his head. 

Chi-Chi explained with a smile on her 
face, “The World Wide Web is an alternate 
universe that exists on millions of comput- 
ers. Fans of the Dragon Ball comics, 
games, cartoon shows and movies have 
been creating pages for this universe and 
sharing them with each other.” 

Master Roshi sauntered over, and wink- 
ing at Chi-Chi, told Gohan how the web 
works. 

“Time and space are very different in 
the web universe! People who live much to 
far from each other to casually visit or tele- 
phone can post messages, stories, pictures 


A 
CE? and even their own cartoons on the web, 


a al and instantly make them available to mil- 
== _ lions of people!” 


“That’s remarkable!” Gohan exclaimed. 
So I don’t even have to show up at the.stu- 
dio and some of these web people are mak- 
ing up cartoons on their own!” 


Chi-Chi answered, knowledgably. 
“These fans really know your cartoons well, 
and try to challenge each other all the time! 
There’s an ongoing quiz at 


that tests fans’ knowledge.” 
Just then Trunks dropped in and joined 


the discussion. 
“Did I hear somebody say ‘challenge’? 


Gohan, where the 
heck have you been? Ultimate 
DB/Z/GT Quiz 


Everyone surfs the 
web, dude! You 
should see the stuff 
people are doing 
about me! 


There’s a cool fan-drawn manga story at 


, just for a 
start!” 

Chi-Chi smiled and ignored Trunks. 
“You know, 
Gohan, there’s a 
lot of merchan- 
dise based on the 
cartoons as well, 
and there’s a 
wonderful site on the web with pictures of 
much of it that can’t be found elsewhere. 


It’s the JASPER pages at 


“Why is it called JASPER’?” Gohan 
asked. “That stands for ‘The Japanese 


Animation Super 
Premier 
Entertainment 
Review,’ of 


course!” 


Master Roshi piped in: “But for the lat- 

est information, you may want to visit 

. The wise 
warrior always has up-to-date facts on 
hand!” 

Gohan was about to tell Master Roshi 
that he didn’t need to be a warrior to seek 
out knowledge, when his brother Goten 
came along. 

“There you are Gohan! Hi Trunks! 
What’s up?” 

“Your father went off looking for the 
perfect Dragon Ball web page,” Chi-Chi 
answered. 


“Well, the best web page of all is at 


,” Goten stated. 
“You would say 
that,” said Trunks. 
“Tt’s a Goten 
Shrine Page.” 
Chi-Chi shook © 
her head and walked over to Gohan. 


Ta TIE a 


“You know, you would probably love the 
Videl Shrine Page at 


. It’s loaded with pictures and 
background on your wife.” 

Gohan nodded 
in agreement. 
“Sounds great!” he 
thought. 

Master Roshi 
apparently read 
Gohan’s thoughts. 
He said, “Yes it 
does sound great, 


but there are innumerable shrines to 
Dragon Ball characters all over the web. 


You can find some of the characters at 


. Just remember that there is no time or 


space on the web. You and everyone you 
know could be young or old, dead or alive, 
and exist in multiple universes all over the 
Internet.” 

Just then Goku whooshed down from 
the sky and greeted the group. 

“Why are you back so soon?” Chi-Chi 
asked. 

Goku shrugged his shoulders and 
answered, “I was hungry, and I forgot to 
bring money to buy food!” 


Chi-Chi smiled and told Goku to visit 
and 


grab himself a Gohan Express Card. 

“Yeah Pop!” Gohan 
said. Don’t browse the 
web without it!” 


Of course the perfect 
Dragon Ball web page may 
never be found no matter 
who does the looking. Still, 


the search is what makes it so much fun sometimes, 
discovering new and different sites with unexpected 


features. Hundreds of readers have been sendin; 
email to me with their favorite sites, and I rea 
each and every one, even though I often can’t find 
the time to answer them all or to put them all in 
the magazine. If you have a site for me to look at, 
send the address to 


I am especially interested in seeing original car-. 
toons and movies made by readers. 
A problem that bas bappened to a few readers 


who's web pages get written about here is that they 
wind up with too many people trying to get to their 


sites. This can be a problem with some of the free 
hosting services, which often put a limit on daily 
visitor traffic. In rare cases, pages with too many 


visitors actually get shut down entirely! If you can’t 


get through to a web site you've read about here, 
wait a week or two, and you'll probably have an 
easier time of it. 


" and don’t for- 
get to put “DBZ Readers Picks” in the subject line. 
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Who doesn't fit? Solve the puzzle by 
finding which two character shapes will 
not fit, and you could win a Saiyan Saga, 
Namek Saga, Trunks Saga and Frieza 
Saga sets of videos! 

Once you have found the “misfit” char- 

acters, just fill in the entry form and 
send it back to us. One winner will be 
drawn from the eligible entries received. 
Don’t wait! Send in your entry TODAY! 
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LIGHT IN THE DARK 
By Mattn582 


th’s Hero |} 
T 


( a 
164 Gok (Celt Saga) 


(erwin Toy 
Ly. 2 Trunks, ae Quick 
(Cell Saga) 


Cards: (17) 
sing xl 

k Power Up x1 

of the Dragon x1 


et ready for another DBZ deck review! This deck is called the 
‘Light In The Dark’ deck, and is done by Mattn582. Since the 
Regional, National, and World Tournaments are coming up, we 
need to prepare our decks, and get ready for some serious competi- 
tion! So, without any further adieu, let’s get to the deck! 


Hous Ifs Done 


Lets take a look at what MattnS82 could have done to make this deck 
a bit better, and more competitive. Try to have your deck focus on just 
one thing, not trying to win by all three victories. This helps to make 
sure you get the cards you need, when you need them, and not just hav- 
ing a one in three chance. Take a look at the revised edition broken 
down into sections, 


pital Stay xl 
cky Break x1 
ining x1 
ed xl 


Dende ist Ball 2-5 
Combat Cards: (7) 
[ 


oaks: High $ : 
Raditz Total 

Hidden oe ‘evel xl Allies 

ron Sr Not much can be said for the allies, Super Saiyan Gohan is not too 


‘Trunks Sword Position 1 N ‘ 
efficient for this of deck, but a stronger, and faster card like Piccolo 


helps to prevent tion of the life card, and allows a harder attack on 
any opponent. 


Non-Combat Cards 


Matt’s deck featured a variety of good, 
yet unclear Non-Combat Cards. His cards 
tried to win by all three victories, and there 
is a pattern of that throughout all of the 
card type divisions. Since this deck should 
primarily win by the Survival victory (con- 
sidering its Trunks Saga Black Style 
Mastery), it is best to eliminate all other 
types of victory from this deck, and maybe 
add some better blocking to ensure that 
your opponent cannot win by their meth- 
ods. Many ob te reree mp cards were 
taken out, sim there were too 


many, and the Dragon Balls do a 
great job of fixing that. Some anti-anger 


g F Abecrprion: xi 
Sudden Outbarst x1 
Krillin’s Kamehameha Outburst x2 
300d Advice x1 

is deck wins best by the Survival 


+ opponent, and 
at Cards to do 
aks and block more. 


cards were added in the deck to ensure success against an deck, 
and Vegeta’s Quickness Drill, which allows drawing ei onbot deplet- 


ing your life deck. 
Combat Cards 


While Double Saiyans, and Black Defensive Aura only hurt you, other 
choices like Trunks Energy Sphere, and Mother's Touch were good 
choices. Double Saiyans powers up both you and your opponent's Main 
Personality to full, which might not be a decision if you are up 
against a strong Physical Attack deck. Mother’s Touch, Smokescreen, 
and Black Defensive Aura were all di for two much more powerful 
cards: Time Is A Warrior’s Tool, and Chiaotzu’s Psychic Halt (which is 


now considered a Combat Card) because they both your 
nent from attacking, and truly ruin their plans for vis Android 18’s 
Stare Down is quickly becoming a hot card, and in this it is very 


useful, keep an eye out for that one, 


Physi -al Combat Paras 


Many of these cards help raise your 
anger or help in capturing a Dragon Ball, 
when using this deck, the key is attack 
your opponent. Some powerful blocking 
cards were added to prevent certain 
types of attacks for the entire Combat, 
and weaker cards like Black Side Kick 
(which, by the way, is a very good card.. 
just not for Beatdown Decks) were 
removed. Black Overpowering Attack _ 
and Black Defensive Burst are two of 
my favorite Black Style cards. One can 
attack your opponent for more than 20 
life cards, and the other prevents your 
opponent from attacking during the 
Combat, yet another devastating effect. 


ai 3 Combat Cards 


Again, more powerful blocks were added such as Goku’s Super Saiyan 
Blast, and Yamcha’s Skillful Defense, which should become keys for all 
decks. Black Turning Kick’s quantity was increased, as its ing and 
blocking power is fantastic, and Black Fore Fist Punch was added due to 
its overwhelming effects on your opponent when it comes to discarding 
life cards. Black Energy Web and Black Energy Blast were added for 
greater blocking power, and to power up the deck, without the hassle of 
Non-Combat cards. 


Next Month... 


Good Job Mattn582. You built a great deck, and with these additions, 
it really excels as a tournament-winning deck. For further assistance be 
sure to check out Beckett’s Message Boards at 
http://www.beckettdbz.com, or the Forums on my website at 
http://www.makyostar.com. Also MattnS82 as an added benefit of hay- 
ing your deck featured in this month’s Deck Tuner section, I am per- 
sonally going to send you a random five of the cards that I have added 
to this deck. 


Phusical 
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Ae. "¥ 


If you would like to have your deck featured in this section, feel free 
to e-mail me at: roxbury4ever@hotmail.com. * 


REVISED LIGHT IN THE DARK 


Here is a revised edition of the deck 
designed by Mattn582, “Light In The 
Dark v2.0" I tried to make the deck 
less costly, while still being very good, 
and tournament-ready. 


Ly. 2 


Goku, the Defender 
(Trunks Saga) | 
Lv. 3 Goku, Earth’s Hero 
(Cell Saga HT) iz 
Ly. 4 Goku (Cell Saga) 


Mastery: (1) 
Black Style Mastery (Trunks Saga) 


Allies: (2) 
Lv. 1 Piccolo, the Avenger 
(Trunks Saga) 
Ly. 2 Trunks, the Quick 
(Cell Saga) 


Battlegrounds/Locations: (2) : 
Hyperbolic Time Chamber x2 


Non-Combat Cards: (17) 
Black Searching ‘Tec! 
Power Up The Most! x3 
Black Striking Drill x3 
Vegeta Scans The City x1 
Awful Abrasions x1 
Severe Bruises x1 
Expectant Trunks xt 
Vegeta’s Quickness Drill x1 
Dende Dragon Ball 3-5 


ue x3 


mbat Cards: (10) 

Android 18's Stare Down x3 
‘Trunks Energy Sphere x3 
Battle Pausing x2 
Chiaotzu’s Psychic Halt x1 
Time Is A Warrior's Tool x1 


Physical Combat Cards: (16) 
kc 


Black Overpowering 7 
a jive Burst 
Readies Fiying 
Trunks Sword Position 3 x2 
Black Side Kick x2 = 
i I Stancexl 


ical Resistance x1 


ards: (23) 


e Punch x3 iz > 
Goku’s Super Saiyan Blast! x3_ 
Yamcha’s Skillful Defense x3 
Black Turning Kick x3 
Black Energy Web x3 
Black Front Kick x2 
Black Energy Blast x2 
Goku’s Energy Absorption x1 
Good Advice x1 
Nappa’s Energy Aura x1 
Frieza’s Force Bubble x1 
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PRICE GUIDE & CHECKLIST 
HOW TOF USE 
What the Columns Mean 


The LO and HI columns reflect current retail selling ranges. The Hi column on the right generally represents the full retail selling price. The LO column on the left 
generally represents the lowest price one would expect to find with extensive shopping 


What the Arrows Mean 

Up arrows denote prices that went up since the last issue. Down arrows denote pri 
‘going up” or “going down. 

Grading 


All cards and toys in the Price Guide are based on Mint condition. Damaged cards are generally sold for 25 to 75 percent of Mint value. Toys that are loose (out 


of package), are generally sold for 50 percent of the listed price, Rr 
Legend 


(Q)-Common card. (PV) - Preview Card. (R) - Rare card. (U)) - Uncommon card. (UR) » Ultra Rare Card. HT « High Tech. P- Personality, Molo - Holographic card, mang 
5,5. - Super Saiyan. NNO - Not Numbered, 


that went down since the last issue. Arrows don’t mean a card or set is 
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TAKE YOUR DBZ KNOWLEDGE 
TO THE NEXT LEVEL 


DBZ Collector's Sticker Book Order your copy of these fantastic Dragon Ball Z Books 
today and get the original story behind the hit show Dragon 
Ball Z. Learn how to draw DBZ characters or get over 100 
DBZ stickers and bios on all your favorite characters. 
Hurry, supplies are limited! 


| DRAGON BALL Z ITEM ITEM# = QNTY ~—PRICE 
Vol. 1-The World's Greatest Team 8001 $1495 
{Vol 2-The Lord of Worlds 002 $1495 
AVol. 3-Earth Vs. The Saiyans 08 S495 
Vol. 4-Goku Vs. Vegeta WH S195 
PRPSeR Tae Vol. 5-Dragon Ball in Space 8005 $1295 
1Vol. 6-Battlefield Namek 8006 $1295 
| 082 Collector's Sticker Book 078599 
1 DBZ #2 How to Draw 8008 5499 
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Tox (Texas residents only add 8.25%) 
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6c iwww.beckettdbz.com : To order by phone Call: 972-991-6657. Sorry, no International orders. 08219 
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3, What other magazines would you like us to publish? 
; 4. Why did you purchase this issue of Beckett Dragon Ball Z ? Character on cover V'm a DBZ Fanatic 
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DRAGON 


By Greg Werner 


THE LEGEND 


Dragon Ball, Dragon Ball Z and Dragon 
Ball GT. These phenomena are relatively new 
to the United States; since when Dragon 
Ball’s first 13 episodes were aired in syndica- 
tion in 1995, Dragon Ball Z was already fin- 
ishing up its anime in Japan. And even though 
Dragon Ball began in January 1984 in Japan, 
published in Shonen Jump, the roots of 
Dragon Ball go even further back than 
that.....about 1400 years back. Behind every 
superhero there’s a famous origin. This is the 
origin of Son Goku and Dragon Ball. 


At around 600 AD, a Chinese monk 
named Hsuan Tsang made a pilgrimage from 
his home in China, Chang’an, all the way to 
India. Hsuan’s purpose of undertaking this 
great task was to collect Buddhist scrolls and 
return with them to China in order to spread 
the teachings. Upon returning to his town, he 
became famous. The emperor bestowed upon 
him the title Tripitaka. Tripitaka became sort 
of a hero, and as things like this usually go, 
people told stories about his journey. Over 
time these stories became exaggerated. It told 
of Tripitaka’s encounters with monsters, 
demons and spirits. Eventually a monkey was 


added to the story. This monkey was 
Tripitaka’s escort on his travel. Wu Cheng’en 
compiled these stories into a written record; it 
was named Hsi Yu Chi (She Yu Jee) or quite 
simply, The Journey to the West. 


In this record, there were several more 
escorts added to Tripitaka and the monkey’s 
party. There was Chu Pa Chieh, a spirit in 
the form of a pig, and Sha Monk, a demon 
witha necklace of skulls. The monkey was 
named Sun Wukong. Since the Japanese writ- 
ten language shares the original Chinese 
characters, but only with different pronunci- 
ations, in Japanese, Sun Wukong is spoken as 
Son Gokou. 


va 


a. STORY 


Hsi Yu Chi can be appreciated.on many 


levels. It is political, philosophical, funny, and 
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of course a fun legend that can be enjoyed by 
anyone. The story begins with the birth of 
Sun Wukong from pure rock. Being born 
from stone, Wukong isn’t any normal monkey. 
He is a bit crazy and impolite, but he can do 
much more than any other monkey; he can 
think like a human. He becomes the king of 
the monkeys and lives in the Moutain of 
Flowers and Fruit. But after living for several 
decades, Sun Wukong begins to fear death 
and desires immortality. In order to attain this 
wish, he trayels to a temple where he meets a 
high-priest. After much training Sun Wukong 
learns magic, how to fight and the secret of 
long life. With his training, he learned how to 
jump very far, ride on clouds, and to make 
fake copies of himself (72 to be exact). 
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Needing a weapon to defend him, Sun 
Wukong travels to the home of the Dragon 
King in the sea. He steals a treasured weapon 
from the Dragon King, a rod that can extend 
to the heavens at his will. Having upset the 
Dragon King he is taken to Heaven so that the 
gods can keep their eye on him. But while 
there, Wukong eats sacred immortality peach- 
ces, (which he becomes drunk on). He returns 
to his Mountain of Flowers and Fruit and 
wages a war on Heaven. (He was pretty ticked 
off at them for keeping him there, just so he 
stayed out of trouble) His battle against 
Heayen was futile and after having survived 
bouts against the likes of the Ox Demon King, 
he and his army were defeated by the power of 
the Gods. At the end of the battle, Sun 
Wukong was to be executed, but because he 
had consumed the peaches of immortality, he 
could not be killed. Tathagata, (which means 
“thus gone” eg. haying attained nirvana), who 
is Buddha, offered Sun Wukong a chance to 
go free if he could leap a great distance from 
him. Having learned the secret to jumping 
incredibly far, Sun Wukong jumps an incredi- 
ble distance and lands near the base of a great 
mountain. To prove he was there, he marks 
his territory and jumps back to Buddha. As 
things turn out, Sun Wukong only jumped 
across Buddha’s palm! And that mountain was 
one of his fingers!!!!! Buddha decides Sun 
Wukong’s punishment and seals him under the 
Five-Fingered Mountain. After several hun- 
dred years, he is released from the mountain 
and as payment for being released; he escorts 
the monk Tripitaka on his journey. And thus 
begins the journey West! 


Hs1 Yu GHI MEETS DB 


So where do the relationships really begin? 
In the start of Dragon Ball, the story follows 
His Yu Chi’s character formula, but takes the 
story in a completely different direction. The 
character Son Gokou is obviously directly 
based on Sun Wukong. His monkey tail and 
extending Power Pole (Nyoi Bo) are staples of 
the Sun Wukong character. Bulma is based on 
Tripitaka. This may be a bit of a joke making a 
male priest into a whiny teenage girl. 
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Tripitaka himself, although male, is very fem- 
inine and naive at times because of his shel- 
tered life. Oolong is certainly based Chu Pa 
Chieh, the spirit who was transformed into 
pig form. Although not really clear, Yamcha_ 
is probably based on Sha Monk, the water 
demon, however, in sketches Toriyama made 
from the time of early Dragon Ball Z of char- 
acters dressed as Hsi Yu Chi characters, 
Piccolo is always Sha Monk. So what else 
does Dragon Ball borrow from The Journey 
to the West ? The Dragon Ball and Dragon 
Ball Z anime contain many references, 
which thin out as the series progresses. And 
now for your reading pleasure, here are 
some of the best nods to Hsi Yu Chi in 

2 Dragon Ball. See if you can spot them or — 
already know them! 


© Goku can perform an attack that makes 
fake copies of him. Sun Wukong can make 72 
f. 


can fly on clouds. Goku can 
s (Kintoun) because he has 


Dragon Ball movie, Goku 
a Five-Fingered mountain. 
untain Sun Wukong was 


e second Dragon Ball movie, 
fights the demon Ghastel, a red beast 
that floats on cerily lit orbs and fights with 
sharp ribbon. Although the characters have 
different names, Sun Wukong fights a villain 
just like this who floats on orbs and attacks 
with ribbon. 


on Bal when Goku is xiang roy 


Dragon Ball Z Movie 1. Gohan eats a special 
apple that is alcoholic. The gods’ fruit, while 
it makes you immortal, also tended to make 
one rather tipsy, just like Gohan. 

*© While traveling on Snake Way, Goku is 
deceived by the Snake Princess. If she can’t 
haye his love, she’ll eat him. This kind of 
thing is ALWAYS happening to Tripitaka dur- 
ing the journey. It’s usually up to Goku to 
save his butt. 

® While training in Kami" s ; special time 
room, in the Dragon Ball anime, during one 
task Goku must wear a special crown that 
electrocutes him at certain times. In order to 

keep Sun Wukong obedient to petiak, a 

golden was placed on his head. If 

uttered a special phrase, S| 
a terrifying shock! 
(Basho Sen) is a relic that, 
lepending on how many swings you make with 
it, delivers several varying degrees of rain. This 
is an object Goku tries to obtain to put out the 
fire on Frypan Mountain in early mn Ball. 

Much later in Dragon Ball, Goku actually finds 

the Bansho Fan! This relic is from Hsi Yu Chi, 
and had the same use and purpose. 
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¢ Ox King was a villain turned friend of 
Sun Wukong in Hsi Yu Chi. His name is real- 
ly the Bull Demon King or Gyu Maou. In 
DB, Ox King is Chi chi’s father. 

© The Furnace of Eight Divinations is a 
furnace on the edge of the spirit world in 
Dragon Ball. Goku must travel to the bottom 
of this vat of white-hot fire to patch a leak in 
it. Sun Wukong is trapped in this furnace for 
an extended period of time and this causes 
his eyes to glow golden. 


It is important to note that energy attacks 
did not play a role in The Journey to the 
West. The Kamehameha, Genki Dama (or 
Spirit Bomb) and so on, are things made 
entirely up by Toriyama. The Journey to the 
West does have its fair share of battling 
though! Most attacks are magical or mystical 
based, not energy. 


Hs1 YU CHI AROUND 
THE WoRLD 


Dragon Ball certainly isn’t the only popu- 
lar modern adaptation of the original novel. 
This fable has transcended many cultures and 
mediums! Some examples are as follows: 


® Monkey Magic- a semi-popular animated 
series that was aired in syndication in 
America a few years ago. This managed to 
get its own video game for the Playstation. It 
loosely follows the original story, but the only 
major relation kept intact is the monkey’s 
appearance. 

¢ Love Hina- In one episode of this popular 
Drama/Comedy anime, Keitaro Urashima 
and Naru Narusegawa, along with the other 
members of the must perform a scene from 
Hsi Yu Chi at a beach theater. The scene 
they portray is the battle against Ginkaku 

and Kinkaku, (also seen in Dragon Ball). 

© Lost Empirc- a television movie produced 
by NBC and aired in March 2001. It connects 
His Yu Chi to modern times and argues over 
the importance of the story, and the influ- 
ence it has had on people over time. 
Certainly can’t argue with that! However, 
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the story is really an “Americanization” of the 
series. Real names of characters are rarely 
used, and the story is...well...a bit lacking. 
Regardless it is interesting to see the story 
used in American culture. 

° Monkey- a live-action Japanese TV show 
made in the 1970's. Although 
not popular, (or readily avail- 
able), in America, it is very 
popular in England. It takes 
some interesting spins on the 
tale like Dragon Ball. For 
example, a woman actress 
plays Tripitaka! 

® Capcom VS Street Fighter 
2- the character Sonson is 
based on Sun Wukong, Her 
attacks are all standard Sun 
Wukong moves. She even t 
bestows peaches on you that refill your life ; 
when she is a support character. Interestingly i 
enough, one of Sonson’s super moves is trans- & 
forming into a GIANT monkey and shooting 
energy out of her mouth. This seems like it is 
from Dragon Ball actually since this type of 

thing never happened in Hsi Yu Chi. 

© Pocket Fighter- Characters from Hsi Yu 

Chi zoom by the top of the screen sometimes 

and drop support items in this video game. 

© Gensomaden Saiyuuki- A relatively new 
anime and manga series in Japan. Saiyuuki is 

the Japanese name for Record of the Journey 
West. This series is really popular among girls 
and boys at the moment as the main characters 
are all gorgeous guys, but it’s essentially action 
anime. It borrows characters from Hsi Yu Chi, 
but makes all the good guys handsome humans 
regardless of whether they’re a monkey or a 

pig. It also takes the series in a new direction. 
While the surroundings seem to be old, travel is 
done by car and Sha Monk is a chain-smoker. 


So now that you know where Dragon Ball 
‘came from, we hope you can appreciate it even 
more! If you'd like to read the original novel it 
has been translated into English several times. 
A highly recommended version is 

The Journey To The West Translated by 
Anthony C Yu; University of Chicago Press 

Check your local bookstore to sce if they 
have it or if you can order it! * 
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$19.99 and I'll receive a FREE Pokémon 

Booster Pack with my paid subscription! 
(Payment Enclosed For faster credit card service, 
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delivery of first issue. FREE Booster Pack will ship upon receipt of subscription 
payment. Canadian and international postage $15 extra per year. 
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DBZ Legacy of Goku Video Game 

The wait is over, The first DBZ Video game for 
GBA is coming to you May 15. How far will your 
Super Saiyan powers take you? 


Hem*VG100 $39.99 (Plus a surprise Bonus Gift) 
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DBZ Collector Back Issues 

We got your back. issues that is! 
Order today and get it signed by 
cover artist Jeff Amano! 
$6.00 - $15.00 
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Collectible’ tard Game 
COMING SOON! 


www.dbzgamer.com 
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